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You can now sell your cus- 
tomers a gas-fired house-heating 
boiler that meets every require- 
ment that the service demands, 
and it can be easily hooked up 





to steam, vapor or vacuum 
systems. 


OFELDT GAS FIRED BOILER, whi 
1 ilu vhich ¢ ( the heat to travel u 
. thus usin 
a | roug!l ea inal kept ree: I 1 
It will produce STEAM IN TEN MINUT! 
In addition to house heating, it 1 rally 
FRIAL HOT WATER SERVIC! 


Cour ne (otelat catalo 


ent 


MAKERS OF WATER TUBE BOILERS FOR 25 YEARS 





ADVERTISERS’ INDEX, PAGE 22 
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Silica Retorts 
and Settings 
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CLAY GAS RETORTS 


Fire Brick, Water Gas Lining, Etc. 








J.H. GAUTIER & Co. 


Established 1858 Jersey City, N. J. 
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American Gas Journal 
Gormerly ~Americqn Gas Lesht To urnal 


Vol. CXV, No. 3 


NEW YORK, JULY 16, 1921 


Whoke No. 3306 


What the American Gas Association Has 
Accomplished 


The Tremendous Strides That Have 


lhe American Gas Association was three years old 
on June 6, 1921. In these three years it has ex- 
panded in membership and usefulness to a point 
where it is now recognized as being truly representa- 
tive of and functioning effectively in behalf of the 
gas industry. 

Its 480 gas company members, representing in vol 
ume over 80 per cent of the total artificial gas busi- 
ness, the 220 manufac- 
turer company members 


Been Made in Three Years 


any extensive national building program: friendly 
and close relations with the Investment Pankers As 
sociation have established a contact which will un- 
doubtedly be most helpful in connection with matters 
of finance. 

Appearances have been made before various Fed 
eral commissions, committees of Congress and other 
bodies in matters relating to the coal and oil supply. 


valuation of utility prop- 





and the 2,300 individuals 
now affiliated with the or 
ganization, all united for 
the purpose of making the 
business, our busi 
ness, a bigger, better busi- 
ness will all attest to the 
wisdom of those 
1918 conceived the 
national association, 
which would adequatels 
represent the gas business 
and help in the solution of 
the many growing and 
perplexing problems con 
fronting the industrv. 

It is due large! 


gas 


who in 
idea of 
one 


iV to the 


The inspiring record of accom- 
plishment that has been made by 
the American Gas Association is 
certainly such that those gas 
companies that are members can 
congratulate themselves on being 
a part of this organization. 


those companies that have not 


erties, questions of taxa- 
tion and other problems 
relating to the gas indus 
trv, in which its interests 
deserve consideration and 
protection. 


The 


association has 
been of constructive as 
sistance and = service in 
participating in the activ 
ities of governmental bu 
| reaus and others whicl, 
are engaged in the formu- 
lation” of standards or 
codes of practice or engi- 


To 


neering specifications. 


Certainly these are 
fe rethought and intelli- yet hecome members we can give preper and necessarv ac 
gent direction of those tivitics for such an organ 
who undertook to guide only a word of advice: JOIN ization as the American 
the destinies of the nev Gas Association to under 
association during its NOW.—Editor. take and which are work 


early days that so much 


has been accomplished in 





so short a period, 





ing more and more to as 
sure the establishment o 





those principles uwnon 


we oe 





The A G. A. has re 
ceived official recognition from, and established co 
operative relations with, many important 
mental and regulatory bodies and other 
ing with matters which are of tmportance to the gas 
industry. 

Through committees and otherwise it is 
in co-operation with the American 
Standards Committee and the Bureau of Standards 
in the preparation of a national gas safety code 
well under way—a membership in the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States has presented the 
opportunity for bringing to the attention of that 1m 
portant body the financial needs of the industry; ay 
pearances before Senator Calder’s Honsing ‘ommit 
tee have brought to the attention of that cam) 
the importance of the gas industry in connection with 


govern 


roups deal 
vorkin 
Engineer Dees 


TION 


nittee 


which rests the stability 
Through the efterts of the 


vas and electric servie 


of this great industry. 
national committee on 


nallv org 


. origi 
anized during the war period, and whose ac 
tivities were renewed during the past year, the close 
touch the committee maintained with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission resulted in obtaining relief 
for many gas companies in connection 

requirements 


with their fue 


Created Better Understanding 


The emergency committee of the American Gas 
\ssociation, organized in May, 1920, and the splen 
did work performed by that committee and the Amer- 
ican \ssociation headquarters in supplving the 
puble ty material : locally, 


(ras 


for gas companies to use 
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was largely responsible for the better understanding 
by the regulatory bodies and the public generally of 
the utilities problems and their need for fair treat- 
ment and relief. 

The association has just had completed a motioi 
picture film which will be available to gas companies 
for local showing. ‘This film is designed to impress 
upon the public what gas service means and the in- 
dispensable character of our industry. 

This general publicity effort has been supple- 
mented and its value to the industry greatly increased 
by the formation to date of ten State public utility 
information committees, which are actively engaged 
in spreading broadcast useful information and facts 
regarding the various utilities, and in helping to 
create favorable public sentiment and a better under- 
standing of utility service. 

Affiliation agreements have been made with all the 
State and district gas associations which have resulit- 
ed in a closer working arrangement between these 
associations and the national association. 

Through the association’s sections and specialized 
activities much is being accomplished. Association 
work is no longer a perfunctory performance of rou- 
tine or the ponderous discussion of abstract matters. 
It has been brought to the level of practical accom- 
plishment, reached in a businesslike way and con 
ducted with regard to the things that can be done 
to advance and develop the gas business in the most 
direct way. 


Has Performed Notable Service 


In the preparation of specifications governing the 
construction of gas ranges and fixtures, the A. G. A. 
has performed a notable service. The manufactur- 
ers have generally signified their intention to build 
their appliances in conformity with these specifica- 
tions and the support of gas companies in upholding 
such standards will be most helpful. The standard- 
ization committee is now engaged in the preparation 
of performance standards for flexible tubing and 
connections. 

The constant need and call for comprehensive sta- 
tistics of the gas industry is being met at association 
headquarters where data and information so neces- 
sary for publicity and other purposes, and to meet 
the many demands from various sources for infor- 
mation which will truly represent the magnitude and 
facts concerning the industry are being constantly 
collected and made good use of. 

Careful records of all rate increases are kept at the 
A. G. A. offices. These are published at regular in- 
tervals and have been a source of great value to gas 
companies and other interested sources. 

The American Gas Association Vonthly, a sixty-four 
page publication, goes regularly to every member 
of the association. It is a mine of up-to-date infor 
mation, replete with the things that gasmen want to 
know concerning the association’s activities and hap- 
penings in the industry. 

Information service letters giving prompt infor- 
mation of national legislation, important decisions of 


the commissions and courts and other matters of 


first concern to our business are also sent each month 
to the entire membership. 

The association has completed the first of a series 
of popular, illustrated lectures for use of its member 
These lectures will tell the gas story in 


companies. 


an interesting and understandable manner and are 
intended to give the gas company employees and 
the public a better understanding of our business 
and its importance to the life of the community. 

A committee is also engaged in devising ways and 
means for attracting to the gas industry students in 
colleges and technical schools, to the end that there 
mav be available to the industry trained, high-grade 
men in sufficient quantity to supply the needs of the 
business. 

The general service of the association has been 
augmented by the addition of A. I. Phillips, gradu- 
ate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, an 
engineer of broad experience in the gas business. 

With the industrial fuel service already established, 
the general engineering service has been instituted 
at the request of member companies who have been 
in need of assistance in operating problems and tech- 
nical matters generally, as well as in the preparation 
of rate cases, revision of service standards, etc. 


Industrial Fuei Engi 
neering Service 
W. A. ENLERS 
Mr. Ehlers’ services 
provide expert advice 
and assistance in making 
surveys; solving speciai 
problems of gas applica 
tion, and promoting and 
soliciting the use of gas 
for industrial purposes. 


General Engineering 
Service 
A. I. Puriuips 
Mr. Phillips’ services 
will be helpful in a con- 
sulting capacity and in 
the field in such matters 
as revision of service 
standards, plant opera- 
tion and efficiency. 


The answering of the multitudinous inquiries of 
every conceivable character, constantly received at 
A. G. A. headquarters, is another feature of associa 
tion service which is growing constantly and the 
prompt answering of such inquiries and the furnish- 
ing of useful data and information is made possible 


(Continued on page 58.) 





“It seems to me that any gas com- 
pany, large or small, which does not 
recognize the wisdom and the business 
advantages, from a dollars-and-cents 
standpoint, of holding membership in 
the American Gas Association is not 
fully alive to the business conditions 
which confront us. 

“Mine was a ‘show me’ attitude 
when the American Gas Association 
was formed. I have been shown, and 
in consequence I am an enthusiastic 
supporter of the A. G. A. I am glad 
to give my personal time to serving 
on its executive board and in any other* 
way in which I can assist in its work. 
My companies and a large number of 
their employees are in its membership, 
because we believe it deserves our 
wholehearted support.” 


HENRY L. DOHERTY. 
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Ideals of the American Gas Association 


An Interview with Col. O. H. Fogg, Secretary-Manager 


“Tt isn’t enough that we now represent 85 per cent “*To increase the eftectiveness of gas service for 
of the total volume of the artificial gas sold in the light heat and power for the mutual benefit of the pro- 
('nited States, however gratifying that may be. It ducers and the users. 
las got to be 100 per cent.” “*To advance to the highest efficiency the methods ot 

That is the way that Col. Oscar H. Fogg, secretary manufacture, distribution, utilization, sales and account 
manager of the American Gas Association, summed ul ing emploved in the gas industry, and to collect, co 
the ideals that the organization is striving for and which — ordinate and disseminate ideas and information for this 
it will continue to seek until its end has been secured purpose. 

It was during the course of “*To conserve and en- 


courage investment in the 
gas industry. 

*<to promote closer re- 
lations and cordial co-op- 
eration in all branches ot 
the gas industry. 

“*To advance knowledge 
and learning in the sciences 
and to stimulate invention 
and research, especially as 
applied to the gas industry. 

““To co-operate with 
other organizations in ef- 
forts toward economic ad- 
vancement, accident pre- 
vention, conservation 
standardization and other 
activities. 

“ “To provide methods of 
education for employees in 
the gas industry and gen- 
erally to increase individual 
efficiency.’ = 

The ease with which 
Colonel Fogg had summed 
up the situation and his 


2n interview that the re- 
mark above quoted was 
made, and it was a remark 
able experience for the rep- 
resentative of the AMERI- 
CAN GAS JOURNAL, who 
would have declared th’ 
he had become inured t 
enthusiasm, no matter 
whence it came. But there 
is something striking about 
the simple earnestness ot 
Colonel Fogg that will win 
to his beliefs even the most 
theughtless. 

Men fall naturally inte 
two classifications in being 
interviewed : those who talk 
readily with a firm grasp on 
their subject and those who 
ce nstantly must be prompt- 
ed and who cannot frame 
their ideas or messages in 
suitable words. Colonel] 


4 


Fogg belongs in the former 


class. He knows what he 





wants to say, he knows how ready response was just an 
to say it. and. greatest of all, he actually has something other evidence of his absolute faith in his subject as 
sav! Vhose who have enjoyed the privilege of talk ell as his grasp on it. But he continued: 
ing with him will readily back up that assertion “To ms mind that declaration of purpose is one of 
lhe subject that had been selected for the interview hich the gas industry may well be proud. Combining 
is “The Ideals of the American Gas Association,’ ie practical with the ideal, it sets a goal which is 
| naturalh \\ ould lend itself to almost L11) Kk d 1 vorthy or the most earnest endeavor of every individual 
extraneous matter. But not for one instant did Colonei n this great industry of ours. It is such as to com 
Fogg allow the main idea to be lost \lways he swung mand respect, and to give to those striving for its ful 
he conversation back, diplomatically and kindly bu hllment the incentive of high purpose and the pride ot 
none the less firmly It was almost as though he Cre erving in a worth-while cause 
e interviews it o get back to his message to the “To achieve these things is to contribute in fullest 
ndustry, and more parti ularly to those ce pani neasure to the advancement and prosperity of the cc 
hich are not members of the national associatior nercial and social life of the nation. and so to the ad 
“Tust what are the ideals of the associatio is the vancement and prosperity of our own business and 
st question asked. Colonel Fogg thought for just at ourselve 
nstant. and then he declared, succinctly What are the service features of the association 
The ideals of the American Gas \ssociation j as asked 
think they cannot be better expressed than in the words “Such activities as those carried on in the sev 
hich state the objects of which the asso: iation wa sections have long been accepted as necessary and 
organized : : portant features of association work.” replied Colonel] 
‘To promote and develop the gas industry and t ogg, “but T think that never before have they bee: 
co-ordinate its activities to the end that it mav serve t prosecuted along such valuable lines, nor have they bee 


. - . ° ‘ - 1 . . : ‘* S + m4 > ] ++ | 
e fullest possible extent the best interest of the pubit o replete in practical value to the industry Reduced 


Lit 
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to the minimum amount of routine, stripped of red tape, 
the sectional ectivities are focussed upon the essenual 
things, and association work is no longer the perfunc 
tory performance of detail or the ponderous discussion 
of abstract matters. It has been brought to the level of 
practical accomplishment, reached in a businesslike wa\ 
and conducted with regard to the things that can be 
done to advance and develop the gas business in the 
most direct way. 


“The service facilities of the organization have been 
strengthened by the addition of a gentleman who, | be- 
lieve, is known to most gasmen—A. I. Phillips, former- 
ly of the 3ureau of Standards, who has had an enviable 
experience in matters relating to rate making, standards 
of gas quality and service, and engineering phases of 
the gas business. 

“With Mr. Ehlers in the industriol fuel and utiliza- 
tion end of the business and Mr. Phillips in the work 
which I have described, we have available competent 
men to go to the aid of our company members wher- 
ever their services are needed, and at cost—not profit— 
to the association. 


see 


Our general service letters, giving notice of the mos‘ 
recent and most important decisions of the courts and 
commissions and other matters of first interest to our 
company members, have met with a reception that 1s 


most gratifving. I think vou would be surprised t 
know: to what an extent has grown the demand for in- 
formation and which comes to our head 
quarters Trom all sections of the country. It is our un 
alterable policy to iry to get this information back to 
the men who want it with the least delay and in the 
practical, helpful form. Sometimes we find 1n- 
quiry of others necessary before replies can be made, 
but we are trying verv hard to develop this service to 
“i point where the information at hand in the head- 
quarters of the association will enable us to make 
prompt and accurate response to all calls that are made 
upon us 

In conciuding the interview Colonel Fogg had this to 
say 

“Tnstead of struggling along by ourselves independent 
of each other. we see a united gas industry, not as a 
far-distant prespect but as something soon te be real 
ized. With -n industry completely organized, its full 
strength combined for the legitimate advancement ot 
its interests and the interests of those whom it serves, 
and the legitimate protection of its interests where need 
he-—then mony of the complexities of our business will 
have disoppesred and we shall go forward more surely 
te the fulfillment of our ideals in a service that stand: 
second to none among the essential services of the coun- 
try. That is the spirit of the A. G. A.” 


assistance 


most 


The 1921 Convention and Exhibition 


What to Look For Next November 


Arrangements for the 1921 American Gas Associa- 
tion convention and annual exhibition to be held at the 
Congress and Auditorium hotels, Chicago, IIL, the week 
of Nov. 7 are already taking definite shape. 

The indications are that there will be a large and 
representative attendance from all parts of the country. 
These men will indeed be fortunate. The subjects for 
presentation and discussion at the general and sectional 
sessions have been selected with a view to interest and 
henefit executives and emplovees of gas companies of 
every size; the problems of the smaller companies in par 
ticular, as well as ef the very largest, have been given 
consideration in making up a program which will be 
broad in scope and diversified in character. 

It is the poliev of the association to concentrate its 
efforts upon the important and essential matters which 
affect the welfare and progress of the industry, and the 
convention program will be arranged with that thought 
uppermosi. Attendance at “. G. A. conventions should 
he looked upon by those fortunate enough to attend as 

rare Opportunity for renewing old and making new 
acquaintances and friendships: as an opportunity for 
iearning what development and progress have been 
made in all branches of the industry, and for taking an 
active part in the discussions which follow the reading 
of papers and reports. It helps to broaden the indi- 
vidual, makes htm more conversant with the problems 
of other gasmen, and gives him first-hand information 
as to how such problems are successfully handled. 

The gas industry is going through a reconstruction 
period frem which it must emerge with a well-defined 


policy. ihe business is still confronted with many 
major preblems the solution of which vitally affects its 
very existence; the matters of rates, public policy, gas 
standards, technical, commercial and accounting prob 
lems are ail of particular interest at this time. The 
annual convention offers a real opportunity for their 
discussion and the arriving at definite conclusions. si 
that the man who is there will be the one to benefit most 

The list of exhibitors who have already applied for 
space at the convention is as follows: 


\ceme Brass Works, Detroit, Mich. 
Addressograph Co., Chicago, 1. 
American Meter Co., New York City. 
\merican Radiator Co., New York City. 
\rmstrong Cork Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. | 


Baltiniore Gas 
more, Md. 


Blodgett, G. S 


\ppliance & Manufacturing Co., Baiti 


, Co., Burlington, Vt. 


Century Stove & Manufacturing Co., Johnstown, Pa. 

Clark, Geo. M., & Co. Div., American Stove Co., Chi 
cago, Ill. 

Chicago Vitreous Enamel Product Co., Cicero, Ill. 

‘aus Automatic Gas Cock Co.. Milwaukee, Wis. 


‘leveland Heater Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 
‘low, James B., & Sons, Chicago, II. 
Castle Stove Co., Ouincy, II. 
‘randall-Pettee Co., New York City. 
Crane, Wm. M., Co., New York City. 


oleate @ 


“omstock 
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Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 


etroit Stove Works, Detroit, Mich. 
Dresser, 5. R., Manufacturing Co., Bradford, Pa. 


Eclipse Stove Co., Mansfield, Ohio. 
Equitable Meter Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Erie Stove & Manufacturing Co., Erie, Pa. 
Estate Stove Co., Hamilton, Ohio, 


Foxboro Co., Inc., Foxboro, Mass. 


‘seneral Gas Appliance Co., New York City 
General Gas Light Co., New York City. 
Grayson, J. H.. Manufacturing Co., Athens, Ohio. 
Hoffman Heater Co., Lorain, Ohio. 

Hugo Manvfacturing Co., West Duluth, Minn 
Humphrey Company Div., Kalamazoo, Mich 


Improved Appliance Co., Brooklyn, N. Y 


New York City 


Appliance ("o.. Cedar Rapids, lowa 


johns-Manville Co. Inc., 
Johnson ‘:as 
ompak Co., New Brunswick, N. J. 
Lovekin Water Heater Co., Philadelphia, Pa 
jLattimer-Stevens Co., Columbus, Ohio, 


Malleable Tron Range Co., Reaver Dam, Wis. 
McDonald, D., & Co., Albany, N. Y 

Michigan Stove Co., Detroit, Mich. 

Milwaukee Gas Specialty Co., Milwaukee Wis 


National 


New 


lube Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Process Stove Co. Div., American 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Ohio State Stove Co.. Columbus, Ohio. 
Peninsular Stove Co., Detroit, Mich. 
Pittsburgh Meter Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Pittsburgh Water Heater Co., Pittsburgh. Pa 


Ouick Meal Stove Co. Div., American Stove Co., St. 


Louis, Mo. 
Quigley Furnace Specialties Co., New York City. 


Reliable Stove Co. Div., American Stove Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 
Roberts Brass Manufacturing Co., Cleveland, Ohio. 


Noberts & Mander Stove Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Roper, Geo. [D., Corp., Rockford, Il. 
Ruud Manufacturing Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Schaeffer & Budenberg Manufacturing Co., 
mM. o 

Schmidt, G. F., Chicago, Ill. 

Scott Gas Appliance Co., Inc., Washington, D. C. 

Sprague Meter Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 

Strause Gas Iron Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Surface Combustion Co., New York City. 


Taylor Instrument Companies, Rochester, N. Y. 


Walker & Pratt Manufacturing Co., Boston, Mass. 
Weir Stove Co., Taunton, Mass. 


Welsbach Co., Gloucester, N. 1. 
‘tr . . . . = - , 
\Western taas Construction Co.. Fort Wavne, Ind. 


West taas Improvement Co. of 
Wolff, A. H., 


. 


\merica, New 
Citv. 


(gas Radiator Co., New York City. 


. 4x, I. Contracting Co., Philadelphia, Pa 





Stove Co.. 


Brooklyn, 





“Organization is strength as knowl- 
edge is power. 


“Insight is only to be had by vision 
and the demands of the day make 
blindness a misdemeanor. Application 
of Science never comes by intuition, 
and the cry is still Goethe’s cry: ‘More 
Light.’ 


“Here is an organization which has 
demonstrated the strength, intellec- 
tual power, vision and capacity to 
stimulate the practical application of 
Science to a whole industry. No man 
in the gas business, nor in any allied 
industry, can afford to decrease his 
own usefulness by being outside the 
American Gas Association, and not a 
man in any branch of the gas field, nor 
in any allied industry, discharges his 
obligation to his craft, who does not 
contribute all in his power to increase 
the field and worth of this association. 
You and I are what we are in the in- 
dustry and the industry is what it is 
because of the men who, for two gen- 
erations, put their energy and knowl- 
edge at the service of their fellows 
through association organizations. 


“Shall we not discharge our duty to 
our industry, our associates and our 
successors by increasing to our limit 
the power, scope and means of the 
American Gas Association of our day? 
Nothing less will discharge our obli- 
gation. Let us pay the debt with all 
accumulations of interest.” 


JOHN GRIBBEL. 





York 
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Functions of A. G. A. Sections 


How the Work Is Divided for Efficiency’s Sake 


The functions and work being done by the various 
sections of the American Gas Association have a direct 
and important bearing upon the welfare and develop- 
ment of our business. 

In the accounting field a notable 2chievement has 
been the preparation of a uniform system of accounts 
for gas corporations, approved by the National Asso- 
ciation of Raiiway and Utilities Commissioners and by 
them recommended to the 
various State commissions 


In the distribution division the problems that must 
be solved due to the difference in the character and spe 
cific gravity of gases will be considered, and a commi 
tee has been appointed on methods of increasing di: 
tribution capacity. 

Developments in all divisions will also be covered by 
the following committees: 
meters 


Deposits in gas pipes and 
their cause and remedy : purification ; standard 
ization of tar separators 
and developments in wast 








for adoption. The commis- 
sions of Michigan and Vir- | 
ginia have already put this 
svstem into operation. 

Other committees are at 
work on such important 
matters as statistics cover 
ing gas company fire losses 
to induce underwriters to 
scale down their premium 
rates, establishment of a 
uniform practice in main 
taining continuous inven 
tories of fixed capital, office || 
labor - saving devices and 
systems. and exchange of 
accounting informatton 
through State representa 
tives 

In the technical section 
the recent shortage of gas 
oil, with the consequent un 
precedented rise in prices. 
has necessitated a careful | 
consideration of the extent 





The intelligent use of the vari- 
ous sections of the A. G. A. pro- 
duces just that greater result. 
Here is a short statement of the 
functions of each division. 
the way, if you are not a member 


why not join now?—Editor. 


disposal methods; “Gas 
Chemists’ Handbook” (1971 
revised edition on press): 
gais-coal specifications 
cast-iron standards; 
standardization of mete 
nomenclature and capaci 


ties: performance of \ 


pipe 


ous refractory materials as 


diggs . 
innings in water-gas gel 


handling of gases 


erators: 


of different ifie gravi 
ties. 


Spec 


By 


The Commercial Field 


In the commercial field 
there is much to 
habilitate the gas 
nies’ merchandising dep: 
ments and get them bac’ 
to a normal basis. For se) 
eral vears the sales organi 
zations have been allowed 


compa 








and effect that these condi 

tions would have on the present processes of manutfac- 
turing and the character of gas to be supplied in the 
future. 

The section has been divided into a production, dis 
tribution, chemical. and by-products division, this en- 
abling gas engineers to concentrate on specialized prob- 
lems in their individual fields and to keep the industry 
informed on developments in the art. 

In the production division the gas-oil committee has 
been continued to report further on the character and 
amount of gas oil that may be anticipated for future 
requirements. 

A comnuittee on complete gasification of coal has been 
appointed to make a complete analysis of present costs 
from coal to complete gasification, so that gas compa 
nies can readily determine whether complete gasification 
vill most satisfactorily fulfill the needs of 
quirements in manufacturing. 

The carbonization committee, which will report on 
developments in carbonization methods, will also co 
operate with the complete gasification of coal committee 
by furnishing data as to present coal-gas operating costs 


future re- 


and statistics as to apparatus at present operated. 


in a large measure, to dis 
integrate, due largely to 
loss in their personnel during the war period. and later 
to the fact that companies’ capacities were overtaxed 
and their inability to secure necessary capital for e» 
pansion. This condition has not vet been corrected, a] 
though there are many healthy signs to indicate tha 
these troubles will disappear. We must be readv t 
meet the resumption of general business activity whicl 
will surely come later on, and at that time our sale 


organizations should he thoroughly organized and uj 


and doing. Aggressive sales effort. better store mer 
chandising methods, window displays, sales publicity 
and, above all. good service are of the utrnost impor 
tance in this connection. The sales department should 


be considered a permanent part of every gas 
organization, for it is the most direct and 
tact we have with our consumers. Good 
sentatives are difficult to secure and when trained to 


compan 
intimate cn 


sales repre 


the company’s methods and policies make a most vaiu 
able asset. 

Vhe commercial section is working toward up-to-dat 
sales methods not only in the ; 


domestic field but givis 


particular 


study to wavs and means for developing a1 


The publicity an 


pbuilding of industrial gas sales 
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advertising section in the eighteen months of its €x- 
istence has closely adhered to its original program of 
essentials. and as a result has accomplished much thai 
1S noteworthy. 


Publicity and Advertising 


Starting its good-will advertising service a little over 
a vear ago with ten company members as subscribers, 
this section has added to its list more than one hundred 
and forty additional companies which are using these 
illustrated advertisements in their local papers, the total 
combined circulation of which exceeds one million 
The first series of twelve advertisements has 
been completed and the second series is now well unde: 
way, the last advertisement being No. 14. 


CC ypie ~ 






customers. A booklet, entitled “Truths About 
the Meter.” has already gone through three printings 
and 175,90 copies have found their way into the con- 
sumers’ hands. Other literature originating outside the 
section. such as important decisions of public service 
commissioners, reprints of newspaper and magazine edi- 
torials, and pamphlets prepared by State committees on 
public utility information, are hrought to the attention 
of the industry through the section. In this way there 
has been distributed many thousands of pieces of pub- 
licitv matcer of great value to the industry from a public 
relations standpoint. 

Supplementing all this is the section’s work of gath 
ering and filing advertising and publicity matter used by 
companies, the loaning of much of this material to those 
who are in need of advertising assistance, the answering 


recent 


SSS 
SSS 


—_- 


NORMAN [WNT 


“For the progressive man there is no such thing as being on the outside looking in” 


2 has 
have requested another series of advertisements to sup 
plement it, 
demand, the single-column “Chat” 


0 well this service been received that companies 


and there has been issued, in answer to this 
advertisements. At 
the present time, therefore, the section is maintaining a 
monthly and weekly advertising service. 


In the more ceneral held of public it\ the section issues 


through its company members news articles for pub 
lication in their local papers. Thousands of inches of 
valuable publicity have been obtained in this manner 
and a closer relationship between the gasman and hi 


local editors has resulted. 
popular, ] 


\rticles are sent to the 


and trade press and to the nationa 


also 
echnica 


magazines from time to time, and a regular news serv! 


is mainta'ned tor the ten State committees on publ 
utility imvormation which are now organized and op 
erating 

When subjects come before the section which d 
serve more extensiv¢ itment than can be had in ne 
OY Maazine a ticles, hool lets are \W ritten. publi hed 
ssued to membe companies for distribution F 


of letters, circulars, news articles and published an 
nouncements which uniustly attack or are prejudicial 
to the best interests of the industry, the preparation oi 
publicity for the annual convention, and a generally 
helpful service to companies in all matters relating to 
publicity and advertising and its use in connection with 
public relations work 

The section was organized to be a clearing-house for 
advertising and publicity issued by the member 


and so vyenerous has been the response of 


{ 
| 


Copy 

companies, 

these companies that to-day the section has an intimate 

l iowledge of tl » kind AN é is 

snow ledge i¢ 11 an tnat 1 
; 


eing done by t 


| quantity of put licit 


aint 


17 
the industry as a whole 


Manufacturers’ Section 


manutacturers section s 


en most portant function 
is been the entire handling of the exhibitions of ons 
ppliances, apparatus, etc.. held in conjunction vith th 
nnual conventions of the association These exhib 


( ( f ied oO hage 3S.) 




















16 AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 


July 16, 192% 





“How I Feel About Membership in the A. G. A.” 


Expressions from Men We All Know Regarding This Important Matter 


Just how do those who are not directly connected 
with the.American Gas Association regard its work ? 
That is one of the questions that naturally arises and 
Which the 
by getting iuto communication with various com- 
panies, committees and individuals throughout the 
United States. 

From james A. Perry, president of the National 
Association of Railway 
and Utilities Commission- 


AMPRICAN GAS JOURNAL sought to answer 


Concord, N. H., had this to say: 

“The Concord Gas Company has held a company 
membership in the American Gas Association from 
the beginning of the organization of the association, 
and has derived many benefits from the same. 

“The many papers and articles received from the 
association on the technical, commercial, advertising, 

accounting and manufac- 


A. J. Smith, manager of the Concord Gas Company. 





turing features of the gas 





ers, came this expression: 
“It has been with great 


business are a tremendous 


| 

| help, especialiy to the 
interest that I have | small company, in solving 
watched the progress of |} every-day problems of 
the American Gas Asso our industry, but the 
ciation. It has become 1 Every reader of these columns |] main idea in belonging to 
great constructive force . . an association of any kind 
for the development of should study these expressions of is the help that we can 
the gas business, and it 


would seem to me a short- 
sighted policy for any gas 
company to decide that it 
could do without mem 


the 


opinion regarding membership in 
American Gas Association. 


Surely there can be no stronger 


give each other, and the 
banding together of the 
gas industry in the form 
of the American Gas As- 
sociation is the best thing 


bership. Standing for the . that has ever happened, 
high purpose that your indorsement than these. Particu- and we are only sorry 
organization does — and ° that it did not happen 
with its splendid record larly we refer you to the view ex- | many years ago. 

of accomplishment — it “| believe that every 
should be supported and | pressed by James A. Perry. Can 


encouraged by every gas ]| 
company in the country. 
“Yours very truly, 
‘(Signed) Jas A. Perry, 
“President.” 


you afford not to join?—Editor. 


gas company in the coun- 
try should hold company 
memberships, and every 
gas worker should be an 
individual member of this 
association. 











From A. S. Nichols —_——— 








manager of the Paducah 
Electric Company, Inc., Paducah, Ky., came the fol- 
lowing expression: 

“I am very glad to express the opimon that no gas 
company, large or small, can afford to be without 
membership in the American Gas Association. 

“The small company particularly requires the ad- 
vantage of connection with an association which 
gathers information based upon the experience and 
operating practice of the industry as a whole. It af 
fords an opportunity for the small company to obtain 
the specialized experience of the larger units which 
its limited force cannot embrace. 

“The publications of the association permit a con- 
venient survey of the best practice in the matters of 
operation, public policy, advertising, sales effort and 
management. 

“The association should receive the earnest sup- 
port of every company in the industry, as it is the 
medium through which the cohesive purpose and 
effort of the business as a whole may be applied in the 
direction best calculated to achieve results. 

“Yours very truly, 
“(Signed) A. S. Nicnors, Manager.” 


“Very truly yours, 
“ConcorD Gas Co, 
“(Signed) <A. J. Smirn, Manager.” 
“The American Gas Association asks so little and 
gives so much, asserted Jacob B. Jones, superinten- 
dent and treasurer of the Bridgeton Gas Light Com- 
pany, Bridgeton, .N. J., 


in his expression regarding 
the association. 


His communication follows: 

“The value of membership can hardly be deter- 
mined, for the American Gas Association asks so little 
and gives so much. 

“This we believe applies particularly to the smail 
gas company. 

“The large operators quite naturally have facilities 
that the small company does not enjoy. yet through 
the medium of the American Gas Association, the 
manager of the small company can secure any de- 
sired help or information. 

“This was emphasized during the coal shortage, 
when the small company received the same attention 
at the Washington headquarters as was accorded the 
larger companies, and in many instances were given 
very special consideration. 

“Any company who received help during that crit- 
(Continued on page 62.) 
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Membership in the A. G. A. a’ 
Practically all of this week's issue of the AmMERICAN 
GAS JouaNaL is devoted to telling something of the 
activities of the American Gas Association. It is im- 
possible, ot course, for all of this work to be covered 
in a single issue of this magazine, but we know that 
those companies whe are members of the association 
will obtain a great deal of valuable information regard- 


\\ . MERICAN Gas AssociATION H Ac- Tas : . 
HAT THE AMERICAN GAS ASSOCI alii ing it from this issue, while those companies who have 


COMPEISTED. x obs eine Ss reeeis vas errr. : ‘ Lies aie 
not the advantage of membership in the association will 
inden eniieeee eiaiiients Kine Memiieaeie  ... i perhaps gain a new light on why they should become 
members. 
THE 1921 CONVENTION AND EXHIBIT...........-. 52 It has always impressed the American Gas JouRNAI 
that a company owes it, first, to itself to become a mem 
Functions of tHE A. G. A. Sections... ....... 54 ber, and, secondly, to the interest of the industry. 


[Let us examine into the reasons why a company is 





“How I Feet Asout MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
A. «. A.” wa elvan, ou einige faite: Go. aera euvOl aol St fl tan mkt ae ah ae: Be eee dG 


depriving itself of its natural advantages when it does 
not become a member of the association. It is a fact 


~. that cannot be denied that through co-operation can be 


COIS uv nncicrnwcunedeeceekSerdessbawsess ay 
produced greater results than through each individual 
“SN NatTIoNAL CLEARING House For Ipras”—By company traveling its own way, blazing its own traal. 
WaLTER S GREENOUGH .......... ........ 60 No company can afford to lie behind in these stressful 
| . ; times. Each must be prepared to take advantage of 
Pusiic Urinities Securities Market Report... 64 any change in a situation, and there is one way in which 
NEWS OF THE Gas INDUSTRY ......... .20.-2.. 65 it can be assured ‘hat its interests are being properly 


protected —that is, through membership in the Ameri 
can Gas Association. 

\s to the second reason, each man who is a part of 
an organization owes a certain duty to the industry in 
which he has chosen his life work. Unless we recog 
nize this duty, then truly we are not only defeating ou 
own aims but we are defeating the aims of every othe: 
individual who is striving to progress with us. We 





hear much of our duty as citizens, but there is 1 
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greater dutv than that we aid in every forward move 
ment, particularly in that movement where we, too, 
benefit. Kut membership in the American Gas Asso- 
not an elusive thing. 


It is not an intangible 
hose 


of 
a cold, hardheaded business proposition, It 


ciation is 


something w benefits are not a direct return. 
Rather it is 
is a proposition that can be summed up on a balance 
sheet. \e do not believe that there is a company in 
the gas industry to-day that does not know the many 
advantages to be obtained from membership in the 
We are frank to state that 


American Gas Association. 


we are at a loss to understand why, under the fore 
going conditions, the American Gas Association is "0t 
We do not believe that 
there is a man who is not willing to admit that he should 
obtain for himself the very best that there is in lifes 


The wavy to obtain this in our commercial life is very 


100 per cent in its membership 


simple. The advantages to be obtained from member- 
ship in the American Gas Association are too many, too 
comprehensive. too broad, to need enumerating here. 
The American Gas JouRNAL desires to say to its 
readers who are members and are taking advantage of 
this membership, we congratulate you. To those com- 
panies that are not yet members of this splendid organt 
with all possible earnestness, we urge 
you to become members now, not only for your own 


zation we say, 
good but in order that the entire industry may benefit. 
The American Gas JourNAL has very strong feel 
ings on this subject, and it is for that reason it believes 
it is best serving the industry by devoting one of its 


issues to the interests of this association. 


The A. G. A. Convention 


Perhaps no more concrete example of the activities 


of the American Gas Association can be given than the 
plans which are being made for the annual conventior 
to take place at Chicago during the week of Nov 


While no definite announcement has been made regard 
ing the program. it has been learned that practically 
every one of the important matters now before indi 
ict aTNIeES | be thoroughly discussed by men 
ho have been in close touch with the situation through 
mit the ted State In addition to this, there also 
will be endid exhibit of equipment and appliances. 
Phere greater opportunity offered to gasmen fo 
ducation al ittendancs t this convention We be 
Heve eve vas 1 he | nited states 
should be represented, for the extensiveness of the plan 

int this attendance But no man cat 
et ( obtaining the full benefit unless he at 
tends, not as a guest of the association but rather as a 
member h: ving a full voice in the affairs and in the 


ERICAN GAS JOURNAI cheerfully goes on rec 


rd'as advocating this attendance. 


What the American Gas Association Has 
Accomplished 


(Concluded from page 50.) 


the result of efficient organization staff and 


voluminous files of information pertinent to the gas 


as 


an 
business. 
The Annual Convention 


The approaching annual convention, to be held this 
year in Chicago early in November, will be the third 
of its kind held under A. G. A. auspices. 

Every gasman and manufacturer of appliances and 
apparatus looks ferward to these meetings. Here he 
is brought into close touch with the outstanding 
things of importance to him and his industry; he 
meets the biggest men in his business, hears speeches 
delivered by those who are devoting their time and 
ability to the subjects chosen; attends the meetings 
of the sections with which he is affiliated and has 
the opportunity to meet old friends and participate 
in that interchange of ideas respecting the persona! 
and intimate problems of the gas business which can 
result only in the greatest good. 

The marked interest and attention of the 1.500 eas 
men who attended the general and sectional meetings 
of the last convention and the harmony and good 
feeling which prevailed surely mean progress in the 
right direction. 





Functions of A. G. A. Sections 
(Continued from page 55~ 
tions enable the manufacturer each year to display his 
goods under ideal conditions at a minimum of expense 
and the opportunity to hundreds of gasmen to compare 
the merits of each manufacturer’s goods. 


This section is divided into the following groups, ae 


cording to the nature of the manufacturer’s product 
and enables these groups to meet and discuss the prob 
lems and matters of particular interest to each division 
Division of accessories manufacturers 
Division of apparatus and works manufacturers 
Division of gas range manufacturers 
Division of heating appliance manufacturers 
Division of lighting appliance manufacture 
Division of meter manufacturers 
Division of office labor-s: ving devices manu 
facturers 
bivision F supply manuta¢ ers 
1) ion water heate 1 nutac ers 
he opport v th ] section ( 
cturers ana ihe epresel es to become laint- 
ed ind to di s the many 1 tters of com wferes 
has undoubted been of great value to the manuf a 
irer as well as the gasman, for it has opened th 
or a much closer acquaintance and workiu r 
tion between these two b nches tl vould « € t 
have heen possible 
\t a recent convention of one of the big national as 


sociations the president made farewell address that 


will long be remembered by 


those who heard him. 


assemblage of his felloy 


Arising to his feet before an 
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workers, he turned his attention to the large number ot 
voung men who were present. 


association 


can ignore the benefits of membership in an 


representative of his calling. The future executives 

“Tt is an inspiration to stand here and look into the of this industry are going to be recruited from. th 

faces of you young men,” said he, “for it is upon your ranks of the voung men who are active members of 
shoulders that the future responsibility of this industry 


and workers for this association. or the progressive 
man there is no such thing as being on the outside look 
ing in. Leaders in every business are on the inside of 


is to rest. The day of venerable executives has passed 
furever and we are living in an age of young men, 
where the enthusiasm and vigor of youth are needed their national associations, and if you would meet then 
to meet the tremendous problems that are immediately ind impress your personality upon them you, too, must 
whead of us. 


be on the inside The day has passed when an indi 

‘Think of the great advantages that are yours in vidual or business is sufficient unto itself.” 
coming to this convention and taking part in discus 
sions! Think of the privilege of stating your views 
before a gathering of business men, of making yourself 
known to the leading executives in your business! Think 
of the opportunities of widening your mental horizon, 


There is the same relation existing between the men 
in the gas business and the association representative 
of that business as in the field covered by the remarks 
given above. 


. oor i Te If vou want to be a leader in the gas business; if you 
of bettering vourself, by reason of the facilities put at , “hpealinae ; 
. ; 1: er ' want to be of greater value to vour company and t 
your disposal through this association! , . , SEs: 
er ; yourself, vou must take advantage of the experience 
We experienced men in the business have our eves -y - : ae gre 
. . - and thought of others. which advantage accrues [oO 
on you. We are watching your growth and develop- er ai ; mee : ; 
: i, every individual member of the association. If you are 
ment. We are studying your work in committees, your “ast hinge . ; eee | aelieaaee 
é ee re ie not receiving the various reports and literature of the 
interest in association affairs. Fifty years ago this was : . - . . 
; oa. association vou are denving yourself an education in 2 
impossible, because there was no national association, 5 or lite? - 
. ? , yusiness which vou have chosen as vour life’s work. 
no means of getting us all together in one place at the . bi 
: , ¢ ; oa > 4 r “1Z¢ > €O » “ontact ] the pig 
same time. Tut the fact that we now have an associa Widen your norizon; come = oo § th the big 
: : hh; * ; =n: ecome ac < 2 OTT. ( PSTIONS OFT 
tion in which we can all—small men and big men men; become acquainted with important question 


come to know each other intimately and gauge each policy that are of national importance : familiarize your 
K < L < a < >, ¢ s < oo . ° o 
other’s ability is one of the most valuable privileges Self with the big problems that executives are trying to 

















hat we enjov solve; climb to a higher plane of efficiency 
“No man, in justice to himself and to his business, Join the American Gas Association. 
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“Here is an organization which has demonstrated the strength, intellectual power, vision and capacity 
to stimulate the practical application of science to a whole industry. John Gribbel 
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“A National Clearing House for Ideas” 
John W. McCardle, Chairman Indiana Commission, So Describes A. G. A. 


By WALTER S. GREENOUGH 


As long as the gas associations of the country con- 
tinue to “lay their cards on the table” before the pub- 
lic and the various regulatory bodies under whose 
jurisdiction their member companies are placed. they 
will accomplish great good for the gas industry and 
will assist materially in the long program of educa- 
tion that has only started. and which has as tts ultt- 
mate goal a condition of mutual understanding be- 
tween customer and pro- 


erly-managed utilities mean toa growing community 
In the latter phase of the possibilities of the big gas 
association, Mr. McCardle sees proper education of 
legislative bodies, effective and sustained methods of 
general advertising of the gas industry and a more 
or less completely effective engine of education for 
the millions of patrons of the gas companies—who 
now are too prone to think only in terms of the bill, 
which arrives at their 





ducer. 

That, in general, is 
what John \V. McCardle, 
chairman of the Public 
Service Commission of 
Indiana, thinks about 


utility associations in 
general and about such 
organizations as the 
American Gas Associa- 
tion in particular. Mr. 
Cardle, who is at the 


head of the Hoosier com- 
mission, which recently, 


Here is an interview with the 
chairman of the Indiana Public 
Service Commission. Really, it is 
an appreciation of the American 


Gas Association from an official 


trom 
their utility, rather than 
to think in the larger 
terms of how much gas 
service really means to 
the welfare and the happi- 
ness of the modern Amer- 
ican home. 

“The gas associations 
with which we have come 
in contact always have 
furnished us with infor- 
mation whenever we de 
sired it and thus have per- 


door each month f 


handed down a memo- angle. After reading this, can formed a service, in real 
rable decision in the Citi- ity, for the patrons of the 
zens Gas Company case. any company hesitate about join- gas companies which 


ot Indianapolis, was re- 
quested by the correspon 
dent of the AMFRICAN 
Gas JOURNAL to give some 
of his views regarding the 
general theory of utility 
associations, with partic 
ular reference to the work 


tion ?—Editor. 








ing the American Gas Associa- 


should be increased in ev 
ery possible way by those 
responsible for the activi- 
ties of such associations,” 
Mr. McCardle said. “We 
never have found any oi 
them that seemed unrea- 
sonable and we have often 








and aims of the American 
Association. In 
laboration with E. J. 


(sas 


col- 

J. Burke, secretary of the Indiana 
\ssociation, and an officer of the Citizens Gas 
Company at Indianapolis, Mr. McCardle went into 
detail with regard to the constantly increasing bene- 
fits that an organization of the type of the American 
(gas Association may bring to the gas industry gen- 
erally throughout America. 

Perhaps Mr. McCardle’s chief reason for believing 
in the efficacy of such organizations is because of the 
vast field of exploration in gas problems that is wide 
ly open to such organizations, whereas individual 
companies, or separate experts in the field, are seri- 
ously handicapped by obvious limitations. This great 
field, in which such an association as the American 
(sas Association can delve almost at will for the mu- 
tual benetit of all its members, and all the millions of 
patrons of its members as well, comprises not only 
technical matters, such as the development of econ- 
omies in manufacture, wider usage and greater bulk 
of production of by-products, concerted efforts to 
revise fuel methods, etc., but perhaps more particu- 
larly does it include also the vast opportunities to 
educate the public to a real knowledge of what prop- 


Gas 


had experiences with 
such organizations that 
showed definitely how far removed from the minor 
and often more selfish impulses of some company 
executives the larger associations can be in thei-~ 
viewpoints on utility problems in general. What is 
true of State associations of this character can hb: 
and is true in a far larger way of the activities of 
such a national organization as the American (sas 
Association. Since the union of the various groups 
that went to make up this big national association, 
the Indiana commission has heard constantly of its 
very concrete methods of assisting individual mem 
bers and through this assistance bringing to bear 
real helpfulness on the varied company-consumer 
problems, which are, after all, the goal of all efforts 
at utility regulation and service betterments. 

“Such an organization as the American Gas Asso- 
ciation finds one of its more important fields, if not 
the most important, in the possibilities it has to act as 
a gigantic national clearing house of ideas. <A 
company executive in California may develop a 


vas 


method of billing customers, which is a decided im- 
provement over old methods, or he may suddenly hit 
upon the solution to any one of the many problems 
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of distribution of his product more cheaply. With 
the assistance of such an organization as the Ameri 
can Gas Association, news of this ‘find’ in the gas 
industry can be transmitted in a wholesale way to 
every other gas company in the country. It is need- 
less to point out how the millions of consumers 
throughout the country thus are benefited by such 
an association. And, after all, we must remember 
that in the final analysis the consumer of the gas 
company is the fellow who must be pleased and who 
must be benefited as often as possible—otherwise the 
gas industry slowly would become obsolete and 
stagnant.” 

Mr. McCardle discussed some of the points brought 
out by Mr. Burke in relation to the vast assistance 
that had been given the smaller gas companies of 
the country by the industrial engineer’s department 
of the American Gas Association. 


Helps Smaller Companies 


“It is clearly evident that such a service as this. 
made available for the smaller and weaker gas com 
panies, would of itself be an answer to any question 
as to the need for such an association,” the chairman 
said. “The bigger companies can aftord to maintaiu 
their own industrial engineer, but the weaker com- 
panies cannot add such an expense to their overhead, 
at least under present conditions. With many of 
their industrial engineering problems solved for them 
through the use of this general engineer, undoubtedly 
the consumer of gas throughout het- 
ter off.” 

The plan of the big national gas association, where- 
under its members receive “hot off the fire’ genera! 
legislative bulletins also has appealed to the Indiana 
commission. Such clearing of legislative news would 
be impossible through any other channel than such 
as have been developed by the gas association, it was 
pointed out, although the chairman of the commis 
sion also emphasized the fact that unless such publi 
cation as the American Gas JouRNAL were operating 
in constant juxtaposition to the efforts of such a na- 
tional association, the real values in much of the edu- 
cational work of the association might be lost. 

Mr. Bure called Mr McCardle’s attention to the 
extremely impcrtant work done for gas executives 
throughout the country during the regular meetings 
of the American Association and its various 
committees and sections, and this started the Hoosier 
chairman off on ancther line of discussion 

“America is great on organization,” he said. “\With- 
out organization we could do very little over here in 
our present state of enormous population. The 
bringing together of ideas on certain subjects for 
their common dissemination to those interested is, of 
course, the purpose of all such utility organization as 
we have represented by this national gas associa 
tion. The stimulation to be obtained by every gas 
executive in the country from such a meeting as is 
held regularly by the American Gas 


America is 


(7as 


Association 


would pay for all the effort put forth by those behind) 


the association, even were that feature the only good 
one apparent.” 


Keeps Gasmen On Their Toes 


The wide spread of information concerning gen- 
eral and specific problems relating to the gas field 


which problems are discussed thcroughly at the meet- 
ings of the various sections of the big gas association, 
tends to keep gas people “on their toes” to a greater 
degree than could be accomplished Ly any other 
methods, the Hoosier chairman believes. 

“This big association, striving always to modernize 
as many of the gas companies of the country as will 
learn their lessons properly, ought to continue to do 
wonders for the industry,” Mr. McCardle said. 

He referred to the work of the advertising section 
of the association, saying he had heard that it was 
progressing splendidly and emphasized how the sug- 
gestion plates for ads were giving many gas execu- 
tives new ideas that would be productive of much 
closer understanding between their companies and 
their consumers. 

“And let us not forget that perhaps the chief good 
from this great national ‘clearing house’ comes from 
the constant instruction that it is putting forth to gas 
company managers and assistants alike, whereunder 
daily developments of new methods of courtesy are 
being carried to the patrons of the company. This 
educational work is of the highest value and I[ believe 
even more emphasis should be placed on this. If the 
gasmen of the country could exchange ideas on cour- 
tesy methods to a point which would make every 
clerk in every gas company’s office—who touches the 
public—even a tenth more careful of the public’s 
viewpoint towards its own utility service, then in- 
deed would the millennium of utility operation nearer 
to hand. 


Efforts Are Bearing Fruit 


“After all, there would be no utilities without the 


public. The whole struggle through the years by 
utility men has been aimed at the goal of producing 
service for the public and making the pubic realize 
that the service it is getting is worth the money being 
paid for it. The great educational facilities now be- 
ing brought to bear on the public generally, through 
the intelligent operation of such agencies as the 
American Gas Association and through other great 
clearing houses of information, such as the 
\meR'CAN Gas JourNat, are bearing fruit—-but there 
is vast room for additional educational efforts of this 
sort. Public relations is still the greatest problem of 
the gasman. Association with other gasmen,. ex 
change of his ideas with theirs, is the natural and 
logical method for the gasman to learn how best to 
meet his patrons. Just so long as the American Gas 
Association accents the patron in its efforts at educa 
tion will it continue to grow and be of vast service to 
the gas industry. Contented patronage must be the 
foundation of all businesses. And manufacture and 
distribution of gas is one of the most important busi 
nesses in our modern civilization. Let’s center our 
efforts on keeping the patrons of that vast industry 
contented. Properly managed, the big national gas 
association should go far in the next few vears to- 
wards popularizing the gas industry in 
America. 


gas 


erowing 


“And, in conclusion; let it not be forgotten that the 
\merican Gas Association—as well as every State 
gas association—cannot live unless it has members 
It would seem almost ridiculous to have to urge mod- 


ern gasmen to joint their own organizations—almost 
like a man staying away from his own wedding.” 
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How I Feel About Membership in the A. G. A. 
(Continued from page 56.) 

ical period who is not a member of the A. G. A. 13 
hardly playing fair. The advantages of membership 
in the one big national association are so manifest 
that the question of value really determines itself. 

“Personally, we feel that the greatest value comes 
from the initiative which the American Gas Associa- 
tion takes in matters of major importance, and nat 
urally every company, whether large or sma!!. shares 
in the benefits. 

“Although a small company, we like to feel that 
we are a part of the American Gas Association. 

“Sincerely yours, 
Bripceton Gas Licht CoMPANy, 
“(Signed) Jacop B. Jones, Superintendent.” 

From \Vorth Bates, treasurer of the Missouri Gas 
& Electric Service Company, which operates com- 
panies in numerous cities in that State, came the 
following in reply to the inquiry of the AMERICAN Gas 
lot RNAI 

“T wish to state that I consider our membership in 
the American Gas Association very valuable. I think 
a great worl 


“THI 


and the benefits 
to be derived by the smaller companies are more val- 
uable from the advertising standpoint than by the 
larger companies for the reason that it would be very 
expensive for a small and practically be 
vond their reach to get out the class ef advertising 
that the association gets cut. We use practically all 
of the advertisements furnished hy the association 
and | am well pleased with the results we are get- 
ting by 


the association is doing 
1} } 


company 


“lucating our customers ard getting them 
better acquainted with the business. All companies 
should advertise their business, and convince the cus 
tomers that they are buying service and not just 
buying gas. 

: “Very truly yours, 

“NIrssourr Gas & ELectric SERVICE Co., 
“(Sioned ) M. W. Bates, Treasurer.” 

R. K. Runner, secretary and manager of the Charle- 
City Gas Company, Charles City, lowa, summed up 
his valuation of membership in four words: “‘\We 
believe it pays.” He stated in his letter: 

“Answering your inquiry as to how we value the 
American Association and 
therein, we believe it pays. 

“Tt, to our sense, brings the activities of the whole 
gas industry into correct focus, as has not been done 
previously for any gas association membership. 

“It seems self-evident also that alone we could not 
atford the efficient publicity service which we get 
through the association, or otherwise be represented 
before the many public officials. We believe that 
much of this service rendered has accrued to the ben 
efit of the gas industry of the country whether the 
were members or not. On this basis, together wit! 
what we consider the small cost, every gas company 
large or small, ought to be a member of the American 
Gas Association. 

“It has 
made by the 


Gas membership 


our 


been our experience that every effort is 
the member 


association to encourage 
ship and information which has 
been it their command. In own cas 
through its officers and we have on 

lest promptly received information in shape 


t 


to use t} e 


service 
placed out 
ommiittees, spe 
cific req 
to be used at once, that we could not get in anv othe: 
way and which he 


o* 


retofore has not been available fo 


the smal is company 


“We are continually being called upon for reports 
and data of all kinds from every conceivable govern- 
mental and private source, but I am always glad to as 
promptly as possible comply with the American Gas 
Association’s requests with whatever information is 
available. I know it is in accord with an intelligent 
and well-laid program for my benefit as a member. 

“These are some of the views of what might b 
termed a small company member. 

“Yours very truly, 
“CHARLES City GAs CoMPANY, 

R. K. RUNNER, Secy. and Mgr.” 

Said A. B. Morton, manager of the Rome 
Electric Light &Power Company, Rome N. Y., re 
garding the way his company looks at the member 
ship: 

“Will sav that I believe the association is doing a 
very valuable work along the line of development of 
the industry and also in connection with the educa 
tional advantages furnished to the emplovees cf the 
member companies. 

“Apparently, there is need of much greater effort 
on the part of the gas companies, manufacturers of 
apphances, and the association, in wit! 
the advancement of the industry along the lines of 
the application of gas as an industrial fuel 

“It has been my experience that I have been ab! 
to secure through the association considerable valu 


“(Signed ) 


Gas 


connection 


able information that it would be difficult for an 
single company to collect and compile I have als 
found the services of the industrial fuel engineer of 


very great value in working up industrial fuel busi 
ness by selecting or designing the proper e 
the requirements of various pré 
manufacture. It is my belief that it is 
the association to furnish to member companies an 
engineer with 


juIpmen!t 
to meet ICECSSES 


poss! ple fe I 


broader experience than any indi 
vidual company can secure as he will grow more val 


uable each vear on account of the very broad experi 





“If we could previously afford te 
support two big gas associations, we 
can certainly afford to give our whole- 
hearted support, both in membership 
dues and by our active participation 
in its work, to the one big national as- 
sociation of the gas interests of the 
United States. 


“It should not require very much 
effort to convince the gas companies 
of the United States that proper re- 
gard for their development and pros- 
perity, and the standing of the gas 
industry generally, makes member- 
ship in the American Gas Association 
a matter of ordinary business com- 
mon sense, and that applies, too, to the 
gas engineers, the commercial men, 
executives and managers, and all those 
individuals who are carrying on the 
gas business in this country.” 


THOMAS N. McCARTER. 
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ence he receives through encountering widely dif- 
ferent conditions in different parts of the country 

“It is the writer’s opinion that membership in the 
American Gas Association is even more valuable to 
the small company than to the larger organization. 

“(Signed) <A. B. Morton, Manager.” 

But the AMERICAN GAs JOURNAL even with securing 
all of these expressions did not stop, but also sought 
information from utilities committees in various 
States. It was felt that these expressions would be 
a reflection of how the members of these committees, 
many of whom represent all the gas companies in 
their sections, felt. 

From Horace M. Davis, director of the Nebraska 
committee on public utility information, came this 
succinct statement: 

“In this stern old world of practical affairs we 
sometimes appreciate bouquets before we die, and ‘t 
is a pleasure to me, and | hope not ungracious to you, 
for me to be able to tell you that in my work as di 
rector of public utility information in Nebraska we 
feel that we have received the utmost support and 
inspiration from the American Gas Association.” 

Speaking for the Indiana Public Utility Associa 
tion, John C. Mellett stated: 

“This committee believes that the American 
Association has been and will continue to be of con 
siderable benefit to the industry. This is especially 
true on the score of public relations, with which our 
committee is particularly concerned.” 

Benjamin E. Ling, director of the 
on public utility information, said: 

“[ cannot help but feel that a strong, 
virile national association of utility companies is o! 
the utmost benefit in every way to the companies 
their operators and emplovees. [by being helpful to 
the companies, a national association of this character 
consequently cannot fail also of having its work re 
dound to the best interests of the public the com 
panies serve. 


(sas 


Ohio committec 


active and 





“I think we are at last beginning to 
acquire what has long been hoped for 
in the way of a national association 
representing the gas industry of this 
country. 

“The American Gas Association is 
proceeding sanely, intelligently and 
energetically in taking hold of the big 
problems which confront the gas in- 
dustry, and the work of its various 
sections is being handled in a gratify- 
ing way. It is producing tangible re- 
sults. I recall one activity of the as- 
sociation which alone has been worth 
more to the People’s Gas Light & 
Coke Company than the total cost of 
the company’s membership. The as- 
sociation should have the unanimous 
support of the gas industry of the 
United States.” 


SAMUEL INSULL. 








“It would be difficult for me to speak too highly 
of the intelligent, efficient and prompt co-operation 
and service the Ohio Committee on Public Utility In 
formation has received from the American Gas .\s- 
sociation during the past year. It has been our ex 
perience that the headquarters staff of the A. G. A. 
has always been alert and ready for immediate ac 
tion in promoting the best interests of the gas indus 
try. Their service to us in furnishing timely inter 
views and facts of all sorts pertaining to the gas in- 
dustry has been of very material value to us in our work 
of stimulating and building up good-will for the public 
utilities of this State. 

“It is my earnest conviction that a national organ 
ization of the type of the American Gas Association 
is a morale-building agency for its member compa- 
nies, their executives and employees, that cannot be 
underestimated and the American \ssociation 
officers have not failed to measure up to the possibil 
ities of their positions.” 


(sas 


Vhe following report has been made by the nomi- 


nating committee of the American Gas Association 


“The nominating committee elected at the second 
annual convention on Noy. 16, 1920, to nominate offi 
cers and directors of the association to be voted upo 
at its next annual meeting has unanimously agreed 
upon the following nominations: President, 1D. 1) 
Barnum, loston, Mass.; vice-president, R. B. Brow: 
Milwaukee, Wis.: treasurer, H. M. Brundage, Nev 


York, N.Y. 

“For members of the executive board-—to serve two 
vears: Geo. B. Cortelyou, New York, N. Y.; M. PB 
Daly, Cleveland, Ohio; F. H. Knapp, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
\. B. Macbeth, Los Angeles, Cal.: C. I. Holman, S: 
Louis, Mo.; J. B. Klumpp, Philadelphia. Pa.: A. H 
Hewitt, Toronto, Canada; C. H. Dickev, New 
York, N. Y. 

“Our first nominating committee, of which’ 
dent Munroe was the chairman, in presenting its re 
port for action at the convention in 1919, suggested 
that succession in office should not be established as 
a precedent in this association, and in this view, vour 
present committee concurs. 


Pres 


“In order to obtain a full representative board. the 
committee has selected nominees from widely sep 
arated localities, believing that such action wonld 
best interests of the association and iN] 
meet with the approval of the members. 

“(Signed ) C. L. Hotman, 
“Chairman, Nominating (+ 


serve the 





“Tl regard membership in the Amer- 
ican Gas Assoc'ation, both as to com- 
any members and individual mem- 
bership, as a necessary investment and 
one which good business judgment 
demands. If some have deferred join- 
ing until the usefulness of the associa- 
tion was demonstrated, they can no 
longer have good reason to delay. It 
has already established itself by the 
character of the work performed.” 


SAMUEL T. BODINE. 
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Report 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 


Utilities Securities 


Market 


(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


July 14, 1921 








Company Issue Maturity Bid Asked 
American Lt. & Trac. Co....... Five Year 6s....... May 1, 1925 88 89 
Brooklyn Union Gas Co........ First Consol. 5s.... May 1, 1945 79 84 
Columbia Gas & Elec. Co....... First 5s...... ina wri 1, 1927 8114 83 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. 

Co. of Baltimore........ First Ref. 7%4s..... Dec. 1, 1945 9614 97 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co.. General 414s.......! eb 4, 1935 72 73Y 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York...Sec. Conv. %78......Feb. 1, 1925 10034 101% 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York... One Year Sec. 8s... Dec 1,1921 100% 100% 

New Amsterdam Gas Co...... First Consol. 5s....Jan 1, 1948 62'4 65 
Denver Gas & Elec. Co..........Gen. (now ist) 5s.. May 1, 1949 78 82 
ee ge es eee lL | ne fan 1, 1923 89 91Y 
Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 

CO Ea | en Jan 1, 1928 94 97 
Hudson County Gas Co......... First 58............NO\ 1, 1949 72 75 
Laclede Gas Light Co..... Serr se \pr 1, 1934 74'4 80 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co....... First & Ref. 7s June 1, 1923 94 95 
Michiean Light Co... ..cccces. First & Ref. Ss.... Mar 1, 1945 68 73 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co........ First 4s...... paiennn ae 1, 1927 81 83 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co..........Gen. & Ref. 5s..... Jan. 1, 1942 7614 77 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co..... cosee Gk Te. Conv. %... May 1, 1925 96 G7 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co.......... First & Ref. 7s..... Dec. 1, 1940 98 99 

Cal. Gas & Elec. Corp......... Unif. & Ref. 5s..... Nov 1, 1937 84 S4! 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co..... Refunding-5s....... Sept 1, 1947 72 76 

Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co... First 5s......... oo oJ tily 1, 1937 78 78% 
Portland Gas & Coke Co........ First & Ref. 5s.....Jan 1, 1940 74 77 
Seattle Lighting Co............. Refunding 5s....... Oct. 1, 1949 65 70 
Southern California Gas Co...... First 6s........ cssemow. 4, 1906 82% 26 
United Gas Improvement Co....Two Year 8s....... Feb. 1, 1923 98 98% 
Utica Gas & Electric Co........ Ref. & Ext. 5s.....July 1,1957 78 80 
Washington Gas Light Co.......General 5s.........Nov. 1, 1960 76 77 
Western States Gas & Elec. Co. 

of California ........... First & Ref. 5s...... June 1, 1941 75 78 
Employees’ Training Course ‘ates being increased every six 


The Southern Sierras Power 
Company now offers to its employ- 


ees a practical training course te ability. 


months, the salary at the end of the 
course depending on the graduaie’s 


supplement their high school or col- 
lege education. 

The two courses provided are a 
two-year senior course, open to those 
who hold a bachelor degree or its 
equivalent from a recognized uni- 
versity or college, and a three-year 
junior course for high school grad- 
uates or others qualified for the 
work. The senior students receive 


a starting salary of $80 per month 
and the juniors $50 per month, the 


The courses are intended to thor- 
oughly familiarize the employees 
with all branches of the business and 
to give a special knowledge of one 
certain department. The courses in- 
clude work in the engineering, ex- 
ecutive, auditing, commercial, oper- 
ating, treasury and purchasing de 
partments. 

The company’s attitude toward the 
work is explained in the following 
quotations frem one of its booklets: 


“In this course. while the students 
‘learn by doing,’ the idea of training 
is kept uppermost in mind and is 
never subordinated to mere utiliza 
tion of the students’ services. Stu- 
dents are all given the same general 
training through the greater part of 
the'r course, but toward the end are 
given special training in the particu- 
iar department or class of work for 
which they show the most aptitude 
and ability. They are paid a suffi- 
cient compensation to cover living 
expenses, this compensation gradu 
ally increasing at fixed intervals dur- 
ing their training period. Students 
‘completing the course are given a 
stvdent’s Training Course certificate 
and the company obligates itself to 
‘ive such students a position in the 
permanent organization at a reason 
able and substantial salary.” 

Public utilities in general would 
do we'l to follow some such plan in 
training their employees for perma- 
nent position. 


Good Feeling Promoted by 
Athletics 


In an exciting five innings the 
sales department defeated the gen- 
eral managers’ department of the 
Philadelphia Company, 10 to 5. The 
“gasers” met on Brunots Island dia 
mond. No telling how many more 
runs the Sales would have scored in 
the fifth if the game had not been 
called on account of a “cloud burst.” 

There is much rivalry between 
these two departments, but so far 
the General Managers have been too 
slow for the Sales in every 
They suffered defeat, as well as 
many bruises, on two occasions last 
fall on the basketball floor. 


Spe rt. 


Hugh McGonagle Dead 
Hugh McGonagle. for many 
years connected with the plant of 
the Worcester Gas Light Com- 
pany, died at his home, 632 Cam- 
bridge Street, Worcester. Mass., 
on July 9. Besides his wife, Cath- 
erine, he is survived by one daugh- 

ter, his mother and two sisters 
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Main Carried Away by Falling 
Bridge 

Pittsburgh, Pa—Fire destroyed 

bridge over the Allegheny River 
at Thirtieth Street, Pittsburgh, the 
bridge finally falling into the river 
and carrying it it a twelve-inch gas 
main owned by the Equitable Gas 
Company. The cause of the fire is 
unknown and numerous supposi- 
tions have been reported, among 
them one that the fire had been 
caused by crossed electric wires 
and the ignition from leaking gas 
main. This is being investigated. 
The ends of the broken line 
caught fire from the blaze after the 


oas 
ga 


bridge tumbled into the river and 
the sight was one to startle the 


gravest of the spectators. 

The blaze was discovered by a 
bridge attendant in the middle sec 
tion of the bridge. Fed by the tar 
and creolin, in which the wooden 
blocks forming the passageway are 
laid, the flames got beyond 
control. The heat melted support- 
ing girders and beams and two sec 
tions of the bridge tumbled into th« 
river with a roar. Officials of the 
public utilities stated that damage 
done to their property would 
amount to many thousands of 
dollars. 


soon 


Broad Appeal of ‘Coene- 
Ownership 


Robert Montgomery. 
of the investment 
the Louisville Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, tells an incident of recent oc 
currence which shows the broad 
appeal of the customer-ownership 
plan of the company and illustrates 
how highly the Louisville public in 
general regards the company and 
its securities. Mr. Montgomers 
“Two mountaineers from 
Cumberland County strolled into 
my office day and announced 
that they were on their annua! 
shopping tour. They said they had 
noticed our preferred stock adver- 
tisements in the Louisville papers 
and wanted to know something 
about the stock. I talked with 
them for an hour or more about 


manager 
department of 


SavVs: 


one 


crops and other subjects of mutual 
interest and told them to take their 
time about buying our stock and to 


make inquiries "aeoend the 
about it. 


‘The next 


city 
day they came in 
igain. After some questioning | 
learned that they had asked the 
vice-president of one of the banks, 
a clerk in a haberdashery. a clerk 
at a hotel and a barber about the 
stock. Every one of them had 
highly recommended the company 
as well as the investment. ‘There- 
upon each of the mountaineers 
made a small investment in our 
stock and said when they got back 
home they would ‘talk 1t up’ among 
their friends 

“To-day | received a_ subscrip- 
tion by mail from their home towr: 
for five shares of stock so I assume 
my mountaineer friends must be 
‘talking it up.’ 

‘The interesting part of this in- 
cident, I think, is the fact that 
strangers should consult four peo 
ple at random about our 
in each case they were 
miliar with it, but 
+.” 


stock and 
not only fa- 


recommended 





Restriction of Use of Domestic 
Gas Ordered Rescinded 
An order from Harrisburg d!- 
rects the Manufacturers Light & 
Heat Company to rescind its rule 
dey sa. sree using natura! 
as for household purposes to 10.- 
O00 cu. ft. per month. The rule 
was held to be unjust and unrea 
sonable. The compan ' firniahing 
natural Pittsburgh and 300 
other municipalities and communi 
ties in western Pennsylvania, was 
also directed to file within fifteen 
davs a tariff schedule of rates fo: 
all industrial service rendered by it. 
The Manufacturers Light & 
Heat Company, on Jan. 1, 1918 
withdrew its rate for industrial 
filed with the Public 
Service Commission and since that 
time has been rendering service 
through contracts with its individ- 
ual consumers. It was contended 
then that the company’s industria! 


vas 1n 


service as 


service is not a public use and does 
not come within the jurisdiction of 
the public service commission law. 


On July 21, 1920, the rule wa; 
established which restricted the 
quantity of natural gas to be de- 


livered to 40,000 cu. ft. a month for 
household purposes. The com: 
plaints against the rule and its in- 
terpretation by the company re- 
garding industrial rates, were filed 
by Geo. L. Craig, Van Lear P 
Schriver, and the Boroughs of 
Edgeworth and Sewickley. Thre» 
hundred towns are affected by the 
order 

The secretary of the Allied 
Boards of Trade, J. Ralph Park. 
said that the order is not surpris- 
ing and is in line with the action 
recently urged by the allied boards 


The board believes that it can be 
regulated by a sliding scale, up 
ward, so that a customer using 


more than 40,000 cu. ft. per mont’: 
will have to pay accordingly. The 
board’s complaint against the 45- 
cent rate of the Manufacturers 
Light & Heat Company was re- 


cently withdrawn when it was 
found that the company served 
only a small percentage of its 


member consumers. 

Public Ser 
written by Com- 
Rilling, reads a 


The opinion of the 
vice Commission, 
missioner John S. 
follows: 

“It is our opinion that a 
rendered by a natural gas company 
in Pennsylvania. be it industrial o: 
domestic, comes within the jr 
diction of the Public Service C 


1 TTT, 
Il service 


IT] 
IT, 


‘ 
mission, and that the respondent 
in rendering industrial service in 
the manner it now seeks to do 3 


violating the provision of the pul 
lice service commission law. 
The report shows that the Man 


ufacturers Light & Heat Company 
over 100,000 domestic 
industrial consumers and has 3.30% 
miles of transmission pipe lines 
In 1919 there was 13.375,000 cu. ft. 
of gas furnished industrial patrons 


serves anc 


and 11,665,158,000 cu. ft. to do 
mestic patrons. During the first 
eight months of 1920. there was 
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sold tor domestic use 9,054,312,000 
cu. ft. and ft. for 
industrial purposes. The company 
has tried to restrict industrial con 
sumption during the winter months 
and, by limitation on large house- 
hold users, endeavored to conserve 
the gas supply. 

The report states that under the 
natural gas f the com- 


+ 563,637,000 cu. 


act of 1885 
pany cannot be permitted to make 
special contracts for industrial ser- 
vice without filing rates with the 
commission. It also holds that the 
application of the limitation for 
household purposes during Janu- 
ary, 1920, affected 4.417 domestic 
patrons who used 133,148,000 cu. ft. 
in excess of the 40,000 cu. ft. Dur- 
ing the same month the company 
sold for industrial use 523,965,000 
cu. ft 

“The conditions under which the 
respondent is rendering its service. 
says the report, are not such as to 
warrant or give it the right to 
make and enforce the rule restrict- 
ing its supply for household pur- 
poses in the manner it now seeks 
to do. An examination into its 
affairs indicates that even in the 
winter months, when the limitation 
would become effective, the re- 
spondent is rendering much great- 
er service fer industrial purposes 
than to household patrons affected 
by this rule and this it is doing 
without submitting itself to State 
regulation. 

“The commission in its recent re 
port in the complaint of the Cone 
wango Refining Company et ai 
against the Pennsylvania Gas Com 
pany, upheld the right of the ga; 
company to refuse to render ser 


ice to its domesti patrons, there 


by applving the well-recognized 
policy that where the supply of 
natural gas is limited the utility 


has the right to i 


restrict its use to 
the service which will result in the 


; ne 
greater benefit to the public 


Gas Company Reduces Rate; 


Hearings Postponed 


\lore than LOO.O00 consumers o 


natural gas supplied by the United 
Natural Gas Company will be ben 
efited by a voluntary rebate of up 
- rds of SS00 000, ‘as We » 


Curing a reduction in the rite roy 
65 cents to 


\t a special 


{ ounty 


\0-cent flat rate 

session-in the City 
Building of th 
vania Public 


Pennsvl 
Service Commission, 
attorneys of the company and so 
licitors Meadville 
ille. Dubois 
Summerville, 


from (larion. 
lsrook 


Brockwavville, 


Sharon, Titus’ 


ville, 


Falls Creek, Reynoldsville, Brad- 
ford and other sections using the 
company’s product, the agreement 
was reached. Its terms do not af 
fect the Shenango Valley. Mars 
was not represented, but is expect 
ed to accept the rate. 

W. B. Ainey. chairman of the 
commission, presided. James Benn 


and John \V. Reid of the commis- 
sion were present. It is expected 
that the rate will affect those ot 


the Pennsylvania Gas Company, in 
Erie, Corry and \Varren sections. 

A representative of the Buffalo 
city government was present, as 
consumers of natural gas there buy 
from the United Natural Gas Com- 
pany at the State line, through the 
Iroquois Company of that State. 
They are paying as high as 53 
cents per thousand cubic feet. The 
agreement requires the company in 
the Brookville zone to furnish suf 
ficient gas for all needs. 

Illness of interested persons 
caused the postponement of many 
hearings of gas companies until the 
second week in September. These 
are: John N. Zahniser against the 
South Penn Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company and the Greene 
County Telephone & Telegraph 
Company, the city of McKeesport 
against the Equitable Com- 
pany, John S$. Herron and others 
against the Equitable Gas Com- 
pany, the Allied Boards of Trade 
and the city of Pittsburgh against 
the Peoples Natural Gas Company. 
the city of New Castle against the 
Manufacturers Light & Heat Com 
pany, J. D. Whitman and others 
against the Mercer Gas & Fuel 
Company, the boroughs of James- 
town and Fredonia against the 
Mercer County Gas Company and 
the Allied Boards of Trade of Alle- 
gheny County against the Monon- 
gahela Natural Gas Company 

‘The complaints against the Man 
ufacturers Light & 
by the 


Gas 


Heat Company 
; Pittsburgh and the 
\llied Boards of Trade were with 
drawn on agreement of counsel for 
both sides. 


city ol! 


(Other complaints heard included 
Roreugh of Avalon against the 
(shio Valley Water Company. 
charging failure of the compan» te 
lav a water main to City View Ave 

nue in North Avalon, and the Cam 

Company and Loui 
l'ranke against the Johnstown Fuel 


& Supply Company and the Peo 


} 
t 


Steel 


ples Natural Gas Company, alleg 
ing unjust rates Decisions in 
these cases will be handed down 
later 


Annual Meeting of Michigan 
Gas Association 

The annual meeting of the Mich- 
igan Gas Association will be held 
in Detroit on September 29 and 30 
The date this year is several week: 
later than usual because of other 
conventions taking place in Detroit 
earlier in September. Headquarter 
will be at Hotel Statler. 

Plans are being made for a very 
attractive business program whticit 
will be along different lines than 
those followed in the past. In place 
of a few long and exhaustive pa- 
pers or addresses there will be ; 
large number of five and ten min 
ute talks on live topics connected 
with the various phases of the gas 
business It is expected that some 
very lively discussions will develop 
and that there will be more than 
the usual interest in the business 
sessions. A special effort is being 
made to make the program attrac- 
tive to the man from the smal! city 
and to give him through the State 
Association meeting much infor 
mation that has been developed by 
the activities of the national asso- 
ciation and has been tried out by 
the various companies. 

There will also be some interest- 
ing talks on the subjects of coal 
oil and coke, as well as some im- 
portant committee reports, and 
possibly an address by the chaitr- 
man of the Michigan Public U'tth 
ties Commission. 

\s for the entertainment fea 
tures, that distinguishe 
organizers, promoters 
sarios, Bert Young, Harry Schal 


trio of 


ind impre- 


and Frank Fugate, who covere: 
themselves with so much glory a 
the 1919 convention, will o iin be 
on the job, which leaves nothin 
further to be said on that subiect 


Hold Conference on Natural 


Gas 


Lo the lack oft development 
the oil fields is due the slum] 
the amount of natut oA whic 


threatens to cause a shortage i1 
number of Mi 


towns next winter 


This is the report made recent] 
by the public utilities commission 
ers after a trip through the fie 
and conferences with the officers o 
the big producing and_ pipe-line 
companies which furnish gas to th 
\Vichita natural, Kansas natura 
and the Quapaw natural gas lines 


The estimated peak needs is 130 
000,000 cu. ft.: the companies have 
onlv 67.000.000 ft. 


1 


availabl 
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Activities in Wyoming Oil 
Fields 

J. C. Lindsay, chief engineer of 
the Western Pipe Line Company, a 
recently incorporated million-dollar 
Wyoming firm, says that a survey 
for the first common carrier pipe line 
trom the Salt Creek field to Casper 
will be started shortly. 

The line will be of 8-in. pipe, and 
it is understood that the company 
has been assured of ample crude oil 
to maintain its operation. 

With definite announcements lack- 
ing, it is believed by some oilmen 
that the Midwest Refining Company 
has made an agreement to release 
some oil for delivery through the 
new line because of the congested 
condition of its own pipe-line facili- 
ties. 

It is expected that this new line 
will be in operation before next 
winter. 

The Midwest Refining Company 
owns and operates all other pipe 
lines connecting Casper with the oi! 
fields of Salt Creek. 


Local officers of the Producers & 
Refiners Corporation are in, receipt 
of a telegram from Casper stating 
that the company’s No. 1 well on 
section 15-40-79, Salt Creek, has 
been completed and that it is flowing 
natural at the rate of 100 barrels an 
hour. When this well is shot it is 
thought there will be an output of 
5,000 barrels a day. The location is 
200 feet each way from the south 
east corner of the section and one 
quarter of a mile west from the 
Midwest Refining Company’s gusher 
known as “Wild Bill” well, which is 
rated as a 5,000-barrel producer. 
The company is drilling No. 5 on 
the same tract, which consists of 200 
acres. 

This well and the well on the east 
side of the field No. 1, section 30-40 
78, will be pinched in until more 
storage facilities can be provided. 


Sheridan County, Wyo., one of 
the few counties in Wyoming where 
oil and gas have not been developed 
in paying quantities, reports the lo 
cation of three possible oil structures 
which will be prospected this vear. 
One is in the vicinity of Prairie Dog 
and Cat Creek, adjacent to Sheridan 
on the east; one west of Sheridan on 
Beaver Creek, and the other com 
prising some 2,500 acres west of 
Wola. 

The Sunset Oil Company ha; 
three wells going down on its leases 


Creek field, all of them neighbors to 
the producing wells of the Ohio 
company. Good progress is being 
made on the Sunset wells, the drill 
ing being done by the Union Oil 
Company, of California. 

President Spaugh says that they 
hope to have an oil field in the west 
end of Lance Creek in the near fu 
ture. 

The Sunset wells now drilling are 
located as follows: One in section 
6-35-65, near the Sunset’s 30,000,000 
gas well; one in section 31, and one 
in section 32-36-65. 


in the western part of the Lance 


The Ohio Cow Gulch well on the 
southeast quarter of the northeast 
quarter of section 32-36-65, brought 
in three weeks ago, is producing fifty 
barrels a day, with the bit just touch- 
ing the sand. The Ohio well, on 
the south line of section 31, known 
as the Converse Sheep well, has been 
producing fifty-five barrels natural 
for the last one and a half years, and 
the Ohio well, in the southeast cor- 
ner of section 4-35-65, which 
changed from a gas to an oil well, 
has been flowing 500 barrels a day 
for the last six months. 


Personal Notes 


N. H. Moore, of the Empire Gas 
& Fuel Company, has been trans- 
ferred from the Osage district 
where he has been superintendent 
of production for the past two 
years, to the Okmulgee district in 
charge of Tulsa, Oakufskee, Me 
Intosh, Creek and Ckmulgee 
Counties. 


It has been announced by ©. K 
Shannon, Fort Worth, Texas, sec- 
tion of the South Central Gas -\s- 
sociation, that the sixth annual 
convention of the association wil! 
be held in October at Shreveport 


Local news reports say that FE 
N. Gillspie, vice-president of Guf 
fey Gillespie Oil Company, will re 
main in his present capacity untt! 
the next meeting of the stoctshold 
ers unless a larger price is offered 
him for his stock than was paid by 
the Tidewater Oil Company to the 
shareholders when the stock passed 
into the hands cf Tidewater. The 
Guffey-Gill he 
been held intact. Joseph Guffey 


espie ’ organization 1S 
former president,: being the only 
offictal who has resigned. 

\. Hurlburt, general manager of 
the gas properties of the Philadel 


phia Company, Pittsburgh, I’a., 1s 
to undergo an operation this week 
for appendicitis. 


Gas Rate Increase 

The Monongahela Valley Trac 
tion Company, at Fairmont, W. Va., 
was recently allowed increases aver- 
aging 7 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. by the 
public service commission. 

Industrial Rate Winter: Gross 
29 cents from Nov. 1 to March 31, 
inclusive. Summer: First 40,000,- 
000 cu. ft., 35 cents gross; over 40,- 
000,000 cu. ft., 31 cents. Drilling 
wells, 39 cents when meter is used; 
$20 for 24-hour day flat rate. Two 
cents is allowed as discount for 
prompt payment. 

Domestic Rate—Class 1, house 
holds, ete., 39 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. ; 
class 2, public buildings, 39 cents; 
class 3, hospitals, etc., 37 cents per 
1,000 cu. ft. 

Minimum charge is 75 cents. 


Reports from Montana Oil 
Fields 


Two more wells are reported as 
completed in the Cat Creek field. 
The new wells are in addition to the 
two wells announced June 6; or, in 
other words, there are now thirty 
nine wells in Cat Creek producing 

The latest well is known as the 
Frantz Corporation Clayton No. 7, 
and is on the southeast quarter ot 
the northeast quarter of section 14 
15-29. The well is an offset to the 
Catlett No. 2 of the Mid-Northeri 
company, and is located west of that 
property and is believed good for 
300 barrels. 

The second Cat Creek well is 
known as Homestake No. 3, and is 
located on the northeast quarter ot 
the southwest quarter of section 10 
15-29. Homestake No. 2 is report 
ed to be doing 300 barrels and No. 5 
is promised to do equally as well. 


The sand was struck at a little over 


1.300 feet. 


Opposition to Natural Gas 


V. L. Elbert. general manager of 


the St. Joseph (Mo.) Gas Company, 
when asked for an opinion as to the 


prospects of bringing natural ga 
back to that city said: 


‘The whole thing is political 
move. We were through with natu 
ral gas more than two years ago and 


; \; 
do not exper t to reintroduce it. We 


lost $450,000 when we had it, and 


are still carrying the debt This ha 


long been a dead issue, and we do 


not expect to see it revived 








